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Resident of 
BellaVita for 

13 Years

Very Active
in the
Community

Cell: 713-304-3468
Email: barc@hic.net

Cris Barrera

Space
Center

Professionalism with a Personal Touch...
Represent Buyers and Sellers
Member RE/MAX Hall of Fame
Member of Houston Association of Realtors
Member RE/MAX 100 Club
Member National Association of Realtors
Realtor since 1986

It’s fun to be a part of the Men’s Club. Our members were happily 
busy in May, June, and July. Our events were all successful and 
lots of fun was had by all. Attendance was 
great. Many residents showed up. 

To begin with, in May our Action Movie 
Night did well and residents enjoyed it. 
Beginning in September, our movie night will 
now be called “Classic Movie Night”. It will 
be featuring classic award winning movies. To 
kick it off, the first movie will be The Godfather 
Part 2. Huge movie classic.

In June, there were two events that were very 
popular. On June 6th, the Men’s Club, the 
Belles Club, TEC, and Veterans Club combined 
to sponsor BellaVita’s annual Poolside Party. 
Boiled shrimp, crawfish, potatoes, corn, and 
delicious watermelon was enjoyed by all. A 
live Band and a portable bar added to the fun.  June 24th, the 
Men’s Club annual Fiesta Night was held and sponsored by Fiesta 
Market which resulted in great Mexican food, beer and wine. 

Fiesta Mart furnished the groceries and the Members cooked 
the food in the kitchen. There were also games and prizes before 

dinner. For listening and dancing enjoyment 
the combo of 2, Leo and Reynaldo furnished 
the live music.

In July, our popular Pasta Night was combined 
with the Belles Movie night and enjoyed by all. 
The menu consisted of delicious homemade 
pasta sauce, meatballs, sausage, salad, garlic 
bread, beer and wine. Afterwards, the Belles 
showed a movie that was well received. In 
August our Men’s Club featured a Saturday 
morning breakfast. In September, the 
Men’s Club will have an event that has not 
been decided on as of yet. In October, we 
will be having, our smoked Bar-B-Q sale on 
the same day as the Mistletoe Market. The 
Members work long hours to smoke the meat 

and we sell out every year. In November, we will be having our 
annual and very popular Fish Fry. Our activities will end for the 
year with our Breakfast with Santa.

BellaVita Men’s Club
Cris Barrera, President
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I imagine that almost everyone in BellaVita has 
observed that there are four spray type water 
fountains located on our community’s lakes. When 
observing these fountains have you ever wondered 
what the real purpose of these fountains might be?

FACILITIES
COMMITTEE

Don Jensen, Chair

The primary reason for using aeration fountains on lakes 
is to provide additional dissolved oxygen into the lakes 
water to promote a natural solution to water quality 
management. Dissolved oxygen is effective in controlling 
algae, aquatic weeds as well as helping to eliminate foul 
odors. Operating fountains also helps to deter insects 
such as mosquitoes and other unwanted insects from 
breeding. Fish and all aquatic life almost always do better 
in a lake or pond that contains sufficient oxygen. The 
spray configuration released from the fountain adds to 
the aesthetics of a lake view. 
 
The fountains have water proof lighting that is set to 
come on during the nighttime hours. Here in BellaVita 
the fountain lights operate from 6:00-10:00 PM during 
the winter months and from 8-10 PM during the summer 
months. Lights are primarily used to accent the beauty 
of the fountain spray at night. The fountains are set to 
come on at 7:00 AM and to shut down at 10:00 PM for 
a total operating time of approximately 15 hours a day. 
This appears to be the optimum hours of operation for 
our lake conditions. 

It costs approximately $8 a day to operate each of the 
three larger fountains and approximately $3.25 a day 
for the little lake fountain. Over a year’s period of time 
we spend approximately $28,000 to operate our four 
lake fountains. Not an insignificant amount of cost when 
looking at a full year.

There are also maintenance and electrical issues that 
need to be addressed during the year. It is not unusual to 
have our Lake Management firm on site 3-4 times a year 
to make necessary repairs to the fountains.

The cost of operation of these fountains keeps 
the facilities committee as well as the Club House 
staff busy ensuring cost effectiveness while 
still maintaining a responsible operating 
program. Numerous changes are required 
of the timing controls to meet changing 
seasons from both a temperature 
standpoint and dawn to dusk 
ariations over a year’s time.

CLUBHOUSE COMMITTEE
Mike Sanders, Chair

Due to the budget constraints, we have been unable to accomplish 
all of our goals for 2015. However, we were able to replace the 
Ab and Back Extension Exercise machine for a 2015 model when 
the old machine was inoperable. The Committee has requested 
a complete inventory of the exercise equipment as well as the 
maintenance contracts for this equipment to properly budget for 
replacement and maintenance in the upcoming years.  

A 4-year-old freezer was donated to BellaVita by a resident and 
put into our inventory.  The Clubhouse Committee approved 
the donation of a new bar that was built and donated by the 
Men’s Club as a permanent fixture to the Ballroom.  The exterior 
doors of the clubhouse were recently refinished.  Last year the 
Committee recommended to the HOA Board the purchase of a 
new defibrillator for the Ballroom.  The recommendation has yet 
to be approved, but we are actively trying to find funding while 
researching the cost to replace the torn gazebo cover.

COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMITTEE

Bob Stockinger, Chair

Time flies by with seven months of 2015 behind us already. Lots of 
events are coming from now until the end of the year. The annual 
Health Fair, Flag Displays, Mistletoe Market, New Year’s Eve Dinner 
and Dance, and parties, meetings and other get-togethers too 
numerous to mention here. It will be a very busy four months.  
Maybe we will get a respite from the searing heat and have a non-
occurrence of any hurricanes as the busiest time of the season is 
right around the corner. If the weather cooperates all scheduled 
events should come off without a hitch.

All event dates and times will be published in BellaVita sanctioned 
media: Daily News, Weekly News and Bella Buzz.  The Weekly 
announcements are delivered through e-mail or may be picked 
up at the Front Desk.  The Buzz is a quarterly publication which 
arrives in your mailbox.  Daily News comes through e-mail.  Please 
read all BellaVita sanctioned media as this is information that 
could affect each of you on a daily basis.

We are “patiently” awaiting the delivery of our pictorial directory. 
Unfortunately, delivery is in the hands of the photographer/
printer.  We will let you know as soon as we can about an expected 
delivery date.

All BellaVita events are planned and completed by volunteers. 
If you are not on a committee now and would like to become 
involved, come to one of the social club meetings, the sponsored 
event itself or talk to one of the many volunteers






